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Superintendent’s Report
Dear Garfield Heights City Schools 
Community,

School in our District began for the 2020-
2021 School Year in a remote setting for 
students in grades 1st through 12th on 
Wednesday, September 9th and though 
unprecedented, all began on a positive 
note. Kindergarten students began shortly 
thereafter on September 14th and 15th 
respectively. In touring the buildings during 
the first several months of the school year, 
the remote learning process is successfully 

underway, and students and staff members have been excited and 
engaged. Our school family is making the most out of learning via 
computer screen, but education is taking place, nonetheless. I thank 
everyone, including the families, our staff and our students, for working 
hard to prepare for this unusual start to the year. Your flexibility and 
patience are very much appreciated. 

Thanks to the team at GHCS who helped to distribute chromebooks 
and educational materials earlier this school year. Such an effort was 
underway at each building to ensure that students and families had the 
resources they needed to be prepared for the temporary remote learning 
period. Thank you to the Board members who showed their support at 
the buildings on one particular morning as well. The organization of the 
materials, the distribution process, and the happiness from the families 
was evident, as the entire community prepared to continue their 
educational journeys, once again. 

As of this publication, the District’s plan is to remain in a remote learning 
setting until at least Monday, January 4th so that students can be safe 
while learning in a constructive environment. As we approach that 
date, the District is dedicated to sharing exactly who will attend school 
in-person, and on what days. The District will also communicate what 
measures have been, and will be taken, to ensure the safety and security 
of the staff and students in the building. Please stay tuned. 

In other news, the District has continued its Strategic Planning process 
with several Steering Committee Meetings, at which more than 40 
individuals participated to kickoff the work to refresh our mission, vision 

for the future, our goals and what a Portrait of a Garfield Heights 
Graduate will look like. As a next step, the District is currently 
assessing the data presented after hosting focus groups for 
community members to share their most vital qualitative feedback 
during the month of November. Stay tuned for more information 
about the District’s strategic planning effort!  

As always, with ever-changing news emerging from the Governor’s 
Office and the Cuyahoga County Board of Health, the Garfield 
Heights City Schools is dedicated to sharing information as quickly 
as possible. Social media, videos, townhall meetings and more are all 
being conducted and updated so that the residents can engage with 
the school district on important items. Thank you for your continued 
willingness to allow the GHCS to develop new and creative methods 
for educating your children. This newsletter is full of examples of 
such ways that everyone in our District should view the start of the 
2020-2021 School Year as a success!

Go Bulldogs! 
Christopher G. Hanke
Superintendent of Schools

Christopher G. Hanke
Superintendent of Schools

The Chromebook Distribution earlier this year provided an opportunity 
for families to receive a Chromebook from the District for use during 
remote learning.
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Board BriefBoard Brief

Talking Finance$Talking Finance$ With Garfield Heights City Schools Treasurer 
and Business Director Allen Sluka

Allen Sluka, 
Treasurer

The Garfield Heights City Schools has begun the 2020-2021 School Year with the same vigor and pursuit of excellence of any school year, but all the while dealing with the realities 
of a true global pandemic. The unprecedented circumstances compelled the District to begin the school year in full remote learning mode. While staff instructed remotely, students 
learned from the safety of their own homes. This decision was made to comply with the recommendations of the Cuyahoga County Board of Health earlier this fall, and more 
importantly, the wishes of our parents who were surveyed about the learning needs as well. The feedback that parents and members of the community have provided has been as 
involved and important as ever, given that requirements are changing on a near-daily basis. As we all enter the very important winter flu season, everyone in our community will be 
required to be extra-cautious about their interpersonal well-being, and how their own health affects everyone around them. 

The Board of Education, who will be meeting remotely indefinitely, thanks the community for their participation during the “Zoom Meeting” season of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Zoom technology allowed for us, as a public body, to continue meeting while giving the community an opportunity to participate. We were fortunate to have so much participation 
and the Board of Education expresses its gratitude to those who clicked links and joined meetings. Superintendent Chris Hanke has done a remarkable job adding to the online 
technology, with his own virtual Town Hall meetings that he has periodically held to answer questions and deliver valuable information to parents. The District will continue its 
efforts to communicate and provide avenues for outreach for everyone in the community. 

For students and staff, technology has played an integral role as well. Earlier this school year, a Chromebook distribution was held for all students throughout the District. Thank you 
to the dedicated administrators and staff who organized the educational resources needed to make the distribution possible, and the Technology Team of the GHCS who helped to 
coordinate the effort. Those of us on the Board of Education who attended the distribution witnessed a school family ready-to-learn after last spring’s mandated school shutdown 
and staff devoted to returning for instruction, even if by remote capability. We also thank our Food Services team for their hard work, and the Transportation Staff for doing a great 
job thus far!

At some point, staff and students will be reunited in the buildings, and while no one truly knows the day and time of this, the Garfield Heights City Schools will be ready. 
Superintendent Hanke and Treasurer and Business Services Director Allen Sluka has helped lead the effort to create a solid working plan to keep buildings deeply cleaned. Thermal 
imagining thermometers are available at all the buildings, ionization capabilities to clean the air and a routine of deep-cleaning all shared hard surfaces is in-place as well. The time 
while students have learned remotely has permitted our building leadership and maintenance staff the ability to perfect these deep cleaning protocols and routines. We thank 
everyone involved in helping to keep our buildings safe and secure. 

Though unprecedented, the circumstances around us will not alter the approach to education, and our intent to learn and instruct in the Garfield Heights City Schools. We thank you 
all for your patience, flexibility and understanding. Please stay tuned for more information coming out from the Garfield Heights City Schools. Go Bulldogs!

2020-2021 
School Year 
Off to a Fine Start

The Treasurer’s Office and Business Services Operation of the Garfield Heights City Schools continues to be quite busy in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and how it impacts our school district. From deep cleaning buildings, to food services the GHCS serves students 
and staff on a regular, daily basis despite remote learning. Add to this, the excitement over a new Transportation Facility which is about 
to open, and the Treasurer/Business Services Office has a great deal to report to the community. 

Food Services Remains Available During Remote Learning
The Garfield Heights City Schools is proud to offer free and daily curbside breakfast and lunch pick-up for all students enrolled in the 
District. This program began on the first day of school, Wednesday, September 9th, with meal pickup times being 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 
p.m. to correspond with your student’s lunch time.  Pickup is at the student’s home building. In order to ensure that your child receives 

a meal, the District requires parents to pre-order. More details on this program can be found in our Frequently Asked Questions, which is posted on the website. 
In addition, the Pre-Order form is posted on our website and the District’s social media page.  GHCS asks that you submit your meal pre-order form by Thursday 
evening of the week before your pickup. 

Transportation Facility Nearing Completion
The District’s new transportation facility has progressed very nicely over the last several months and is fully operational. The community can now see the pre-
fabricated building in its final form and footprint. The new Transportation Facility features two bays for bus mechanics to perform work in-house on busses. It also 
features brand new offices, a conference room and bus driver area equipped for computer work. The $2.8 million final cost for the facility included change orders 
of less than 10% of total project cost and is being financed with dollars from the bond retirement fund for the District. Essentially, the District is borrowing dollars, 
and paying back the funds, from itself. A great facility for the next generation of transportation into the future.

Christine A. Kitson
Vice President

Nichelle N. Daniels
Member

Ashley M. Thomas, M.Ed.
Member

Millette King, M.Ed., L.S.W.
Member

Joseph M. Juby
President

The new Transportation Facility for the 
Garfield Heights City Schools

Transportation Coordinator Carrie Bergholz in her new 
office at the new Transportation Facility!

The new Transportation Facility features two bays for 
in-house repair work.



The Garfield Heights City Schools has forged a very meaningful partnership with Boys Hope Girls Hope of 
Northeast Ohio to help students in our District gain access to additional academic and online resources. When 
the coronavirus pandemic hit last spring, students and parents in our school family were required to quickly 
adjust to a new learning environment that revolved around easy access to the Internet and other online learning 
tools. During the summer of 2020, as District leaders were making preparations for the 2020-2021 School Year, 
the Equity Task Force was created. One plank of its mission was to find every educational opportunity for 
students, particularly those most challenged by the realities of the pandemic and what might be taking place 
in their personal worlds. 

In her role as Family Engagement Coordinator, Gina Wilson stepped in to suggest a partnership with Tim Grady, 
and Boys Hope Girls Hope, an organization which is located in Garfield Heights. Their mission is to nurture and 
guide people in need to become well-educated, career-bound young men and women. Mrs. Wilson immediately 
recognized the need among the District’s most vulnerable students and the ability for Boys Hope Girls Hope to 
help. She sprung into action with the help of Mr. Grady and the consent of Superintendent Chris Hanke. 

Since the beginning of the 2020-2021 School Year, approximately 18 students from Garfield Heights Middle 
School and Garfield Heights High School attend class opportunities at Boys Hope Girls Hope on a daily basis. 

Their school day runs from 7:20 a.m. until 2:20 p.m. and they are given access to quiet spaces, the internet and 
other technologies, and appropriate places to do their work. Many of the students enrolled here have parents 
who are Essential Workers, and aren’t able to provide the encouragement and support our students need on 
the home front. The opportunity mimics their school day, in a safe and constructive environment. They are able 
to log onto their school platforms in 21st Century Classrooms and perform their work that might otherwise not 
be completed at home. Mrs. Wilson worked closely with the students prior to enrollment to make sure they 
each were eligible for the program which includes lunch on a daily basis as well. The Boys Hope Girls Hope 
facility is located at the Saint Peter and Paul School campus at Turney Road and Garfield Heights Boulevard. 
Our eligible and selected students simply attend Boys Hope Girls Hope’s facility each and every day, log into 
their Garfield Heights City Schools platform, and away-they-learn! The COVID protocols are ensured as well, as 
students are temperature checked daily and must wear masks and remain socially distanced. 

The Garfield Heights City Schools would like to thank Tim Grady for his wonderful dedication to seeing students 
succeed, even our very Bulldogs. Gina Wilson has done a tremendous job in identifying this as a resource, and 
working hand-in-hand with families and students to ensure their success. The District’s partnership with Boys 
Hope Girls Hope is a tremendous opportunity, and one that benefits our students in a profound way.
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The Garfield Heights City Schools has continued pushing forward with its groundbreaking work in the area of 
diversity, equity and inclusion with the recent creation of The Equity Task Force. Formed officially as a subcommittee 
of the Garfield Heights Board of Education, the Equity Task Force is focused on advancing educational equity for all 
students, at all grade levels in the District. The group is committed to advancing educational equity, which means 
that all students will have access to the resources needed to have a successful educational experience in the school 
district, regardless of their race, gender, sexual orientation, disability, ethnicity, language, religion, family background 
or income. 

The Equity Task Force has been meeting on a regular basis since its creation in July.  The need for such parity in 
education emerged due to the COVID-19 pandemic revealing additional gaps, and its sweeping impact on the 
students and families in the school district and the Garfield Heights community. The work of the Equity Task Force 
includes examining policies, practices and data from the GHCS to address existing inequities that impact student 
learning. 

The Equity Task Force has created a district-wide Covid-19 Equity Plan and an Equity Rubric, which have been 
instrumental in identifying the gaps and key areas of focus to assist with meeting the needs of students. The 
prioritization of the delivery of instruction since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic has been among the central 
areas-of-focus for the Equity Task Force. They have begun by identifying the most effective channels of communications 
through which students and families receive information.  This process will help affirm the efficient process of daily 
interactions between teachers and students and include additional supplemental training for teachers with utilizing 
online curriculums and platforms. 

During the pandemic, Google Classroom has become a widely used online learning system, and not everyone is 
entirely familiarized with the platform. The Equity Task Force identifies this example where additional support may be 
needed to help families and students learn to navigate this platform during the remote instructional period. Other 
visible examples of the Equity Task Force at-work were witnessed through the Chromebook distribution before the 
start of this school year, where every family was able to drive-up to their respective schools and pick-up a Chromebook 
device for their home. Ensuring proper Internet service has also been an area of focus for the Equity Task Force and 
has unfolded with regular checks from building administrators and teachers about reliable online access. The Equity 
Task Force is also making future plans to ensure that students with Special Needs have the appropriate support from 
the District as well. In terms of communications, their focus has been to ensure timely outreach to notify students and 
families of changes to the learning plans and other pertinent updates provided through the website, social media, 
videos and with Town Hall Meetings. 

The GHCS will continue to update the community on the progress of the equity planning process.  The primary goal 
is to provide transparency in communication of supports that are in place to ensure the advancement of   equitable 
learning environments for all students in the district.

The District thanks the current members: Superintendent Chris Hanke, Board Member Nichelle Daniels, Dr. Gordon 
Dupree, Director of Pupil Instruction, Gina Wilson, Family and Civic Engagement Coordinator, Yolanda Hamilton, 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Consultant and Carla Saunders, Educator at the GHCS Learning Center. 

Stay tuned for more updates from this committee.

Garfield Heights Students have proudly partnered with Boys 
Hope Girls Hope for expanded learning opportunities

Special thanks to Mrs. Gina Wilson for her diligence in 
working with our Bulldog families to identify supplemental 

learning opportunities for our students

Boys Hope Girls Hope Helps Bulldog Students Succeed!

GHCSD Convenes an Equity Task Force

Thank You to our Equity Task Force Members!Thank You to our Equity Task Force Members!

Christopher G. Hanke
Superintendent of Schools

Yolanda Hamilton
Chief Diversity Officer

Nichelle N. Daniels
Board of Education

Dr. Gordon Dupree
Director, Pupil Services

 Gina Wilson
Family Engagement Coordinator

Carla Saunders
HS English Teacher
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This edition’s District Spotlight shines brightly on a newcomer to 
the Garfield Heights City Schools who is already making a positive 
impact on the entire student population, Linkage Coordinator Romie 
Graham. Using his life story, collegiate athletic accomplishments 
and professional strides as a basis for his philosophy with the 
students, Romie is attempting to positively intervene in their lives 
and help them to make wise, responsible decisions. He is the topic 
of this spotlight, so that the community can learn a bit more about 
Romie and what he does for the GHCS. 

Romie grew up in Florida, in a single-family home as the oldest 
of five brothers and sisters. Despite the impoverished upbringing, 
Romie excelled in football and baseball in high school and made 
good grades. As the oldest child in his family, he felt the responsibility 
of being an example to his siblings, which ultimately led him to 
Muskingum College where he played four years of college football 
as a wide-receiver. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Physical Education and Health Education. From there, Romie graduated from Otterbein University with a Master’s Degree in Allied Health and Science. 
Romie used his athletic experience to then serve as an assistant football coach at Allegheny College, and then served as a Special Teams Coaching Intern 
with the San Francisco 49ers Professional Football Team. Yet despite, all of these promising career opportunities, Romie felt the calling to help students 
succeed, avoid making negative choices and give back to the community. In the summer of 2016, from California, Romie applied to become the Linkage 
Coordinator at Garfield Heights High School. 

In this role, Romie mentors students. To him, this means that he positively engages in their world, answers questions and attempts to help students on 
the path toward success. He doesn’t have a set schedule, and every day is something new for Romie. His door is always open. Ultimately as a part of the 
Students of Promise program, Romie wants students to go to college, study and work hard and make a positive contribution to society. Throughout the year, 
he takes students on college visits and helps them with the application process. Some of the colleges that he has visited include Howard University, Morgan 
State University and Walsh University. “If I can help at least one student, then I have done my job,” says Romie. Next year, Romie will help the Bulldogs on 
the gridiron in some capacity. Please join the Garfield Heights City Schools in welcoming Romie Graham to the district. 
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District Spotlight:District Spotlight:  Calling All Alumni! 
Join the Garfield Heights City Schools Education Foundation

The Garfield Heights City Schools’ Education Foundation is excited to continue the effort to successfully 
launch and build support! Progress is currently being made to establish the GHCS Education Foundation as 
a non-profit organization, and your financial contributions will help to go a long way! We’re asking alumni to 
email us at ghcseducationfoundation@ghbulldogs.org to learn more. 

Emailing us will help us to gauge interest so that we can plan exciting activities and events to help build our 
organization. Considering a financial donation will help us in planning: 

 • Providing student scholarships
 • Providing support for student programming
 • Supporting teacher ideas for unique educational programming

The Garfield Heights City Schools retains a storied heritage with a special and meaningful tradition that 
spans nearly 100 years. Whether you’re a District alumnus, supporter of the school district, community member, business owner or someone who uses 
Facebook, or Twitter to keep informed about school activities, you’ll want to participate in our Bulldog Foundation. 

We want to hear from you! We’re asking you share your thoughts, interest and share any questions you may have by leaving your comments by emailing 
ghcseducationfoundation@ghbulldogs.org. Thank you for thinking of the many great students and staff members in the Garfield Heights City Schools. 

Remember, email us your interest in learning more today!

Let’s work together to build the Garfield Heights City Schools Education Foundation, with true Bulldogs spirit! Stan Lipinski is leading this effort, an 
alumnus of Garfield Heights City Schools, and current administrator in the District. Please take a moment to consider your participation in our efforts.
 
Go Bulldogs!

Questions? Comments? Contact: 
Stan Lipinski 
440-376-4426
Chairman, GHCS Education Foundation

Stan Lupinski
Chairman

Garfield Heights Education Foundation

STAY INFORMED AND FOLLOW US...


